Media Kit – North America’s Building Trades Unions

About

North America's Building Trades Unions (NABTU) provides essential coordination and support to the work of its affiliated national and international unions in order that, through inter-trade solidarity, organized construction workers achieve a powerful voice in government, in bargaining, and in their communities.  For nearly a century, we have worked to secure the trade jurisdiction and autonomy of its affiliates as the respected arbiter of trade issues and through that work has contributed to the continuity of employment and economic security of organized construction workers in the United States and Canada.
The Governing Board of Presidents and Officers are assisted in implementing policy through the work of six standing committees.  The policies of the Governing Board and the board of the Convention are carried out by our Officers and Staff Departments, and through the efforts of 386 state, local and provincial councils in the United States and Canada.

The standing committees of North America's Building Trades Unions are: Apprenticeship and Training; the Canadian Executive Board; General Presidents' Committee on Contract Maintenance; Legislative Task Force Committee; National Organizing Committee; and the Women in the Trades Committee.  The chair of each standing committee devotes considerable time to lead the committee and works in concert with our staff.

The important work of North America's Building Trades Unions is in the detail and the daily implementation of policy.  That work revolves around three crucial hubs of activity: Legislative and Governmental Affairs; Field Services; and Labor-Management Relations.

Mission Statement

North America's Building Trades Unions:  Our Mission

It is the Mission of North America's Building Trades Unions to develop and deploy the safest, most highly skilled and productive skilled craft workforce found anywhere in the world, while establishing and protecting wage and benefit standards that ensure that careers in the construction industry are a path to the Middle Class.  Our vision is to become a preferred vendor-supplier of skilled craft construction workforce solutions to whole industries, individual construction end-users, contractors and the communities in which we operate.  Through substantial annual investments in a world-renowned apprenticeship training and education infrastructure, and through collaborative partnerships with businesses, industry, community organizations, and government officials, North America's Building Trades Unions are paving the way for a new, tripartite business approach that is providing solutions for a wide range of industry and public policy challenges

Contact
This contact form and phone number is for media use only and won’t get redirected. If you’re looking to contact us for other reasons, see Contact.

For media inquiries or to arrange interviews with workers and/or NABTU spokespersons, please contact NABTU’s Communications Department at 202-756-4623 or use the form.
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NABTU President Sean McGarvey
A glazier by trade, Sean McGarvey is the President of the North America's Building Trades Unions.
Sean began his career in 1981 in Philadelphia, PA with Glaziers Local Union 252 of the International Union of Painters and Allied Trades (IUPAT), and subsequently worked his way up through various leadership positions within the IUPAT.

In 2005, he was elected Secretary-Treasurer of North America's Building Trades Unions.  In 2012 Sean was unanimously elected by the Governing Board of Presidents of North America's Building Trades Unions, and was unanimously re-elected in 2015 by the delegates to the 69th Convention of North America's Building Trades Unions.

Sean currently serves in various capacities for the following organizations:

•
Co-Chair of the Oil and Natural Gas Industry Labor-Management Committee - a unique partnership between America's Building Trades Unions and the American Petroleum Institute (API)

•
Co-Chair of the Chemical Industry Labor - Management Committee

•
Member; US Council on Competitiveness

•
Secretary-Treasurer - the Union Labor Life Insurance Company (ULLICO)

•
Treasurer- National Alliance for Fair Contracting, Inc.

•
Chairman of the Board of Directors - National Coordinating Committee for Multi-Employer Plans

•
Chairman of the Board - CPWR, The Center for Construction Research and Training

•
Labor Co-Chair of the Center for Military Recruitment, Assessment, and Veterans Employment (CMRAVE) which operates the "Helmets to Hardhats" program

•
Board of Directors Diabetes Research Institute (DRI)

Sean also serves on several other union construction industry labor-management committees.

Sean holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree from the National Labor College; and is a graduate of the Harvard University Trade Union Program.  

Sean and Shari McGarvey were married in 2014, and currently reside in Maryland.  Sean has two lovely daughters - Kerri Ann and Kelsey Marie - and two grandchildren, Lucas Anthony and Leah Ann.

